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SIR: 


RESPONSE TO FINAL REJECTION 


This is in response to the Official Action dated 04/09/07/. which was made final by the 
Examiner. 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1 - 8 and 10 under 35 USC § 102 as being anticipated 
by Nishihara (JPN 2002 256453). The Examiner states that Nishihara teaches a friction stir 
welding method. This however is not correct. 

Not even the inventor Nishihara Akira considers his method to be a friction stir welding 
method. Rather, he calls it "a friction stir forming method". 
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